
St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary stas.org

Our Lord warned us that “the harvest indeed is great, 
but the laborers are few.”

We still see the truth of this warning, and we may 
feel discouraged when, year after year, we see so few 
ordinations.

We are also well aware that our time is one of great 
spiritual and intellectual poverty. It seems that error and 
evil keep gaining and that we all become increasingly 
impoverished. Nonetheless, hope sustains us and allows 
us to discern that this judgment is not founded on Faith.

Our limited human perspective cannot fully grasp the 
mind of God, Who is pleased to use our weakness to 
achieve His ends.

Enthralled by his own technological prowess, modern 
man does not understand this divine wisdom and 
considers it folly.

“For the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the 
weakness of God is stronger than men” (1 Cor. 1:25).

It is not a question of denying our real poverty or of 
foolishly boasting about it. It is, rather, a question of 
going beyond our own powerlessness by resting in the 
invincible hope of souls who remember that in order 
to act, God expects nothing from men but the humble 
acknowledgment of their poverty.

Seeing these young priests having just been ordained 
and processing up the slope from the canvas cathedral 
back to the seminary, we can see a symbol of what their 
lives should be. A continual ascent towards God, Who 
will lead souls to the Resurrection through the Sacrifice 
lived through their daily Mass.

May this hope uplift our souls.

May it bring us down on our knees to pray for their 
fidelity and our own in a world that awaits its redemption 
through the priesthood.

In Christo Sacerdote et Maria,
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The ordinands, clockwise from top left: Fr. Phillip DeLallo,  
Fr. Dominic O'Hart, Fr. Jonathon Steele, and the six new deacons.
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The Seminary now counts ten new lectors and three new acolytes. 

Fifteen seminarians received the cassock in October and twelve were tonsured in February.

The Seminary presented Rev. Fr. Davide 
Pagliarani with an icon at the conclusion of 
his canonical visit to the Seminary this year.

To bring more beauty and shade to the 
property, the seminarians planted over 400 
trees along roads and paths. On the Feast of the Sacred Heart, His Excellency Bishop Fellay ordained three new priests.

Six seminarians were ordained to the 
subdiaconate this year, taking the definitive 
"step" towards the priesthood.

His Excellency Bishop Bernard Fellay, now in residence at the Seminary, celebrated the 
Chrismal Mass on Holy Thursday and blessed the new mural which adorns the Refectory wall.

The Seminary grounds are becoming home 
to more birds, such as these sparrows which 
Fr. Wiseman photographed in the cloister. 

The Seminary hosted confirmations for the 
surrounding mission chapels, with Bishop 
Fellay conferring the sacrament on 104 souls.


